
Solar Eclipse Viewing Tips 

 

On Monday, August 21, 2017, from around 12:00 pm until 3:00pm, a partial solar eclipse will be visible in our area. A partial 

solar eclipse is an event where the moon covers part of the sun's disk. While this eclipse will certainly be remarkable to 

witness, it also has some potential dangers if not viewed correctly. Below you’ll find some safe viewing methods we 

recommend. 

It is never safe to look directly at the sun's rays – even if the sun is partly obscured. When watching a partial eclipse you should 

use one of the following viewing options: 

1. Eclipse Glasses - The only safe way to look directly at the uneclipsed or partially 

eclipsed sun is through special-purpose solar filters, such as “eclipse glasses” 

(example shown at left). Homemade filters or ordinary sunglasses, even very dark 

ones, are not safe for looking at the sun. Three manufacturers have certified that 

their eclipse glasses and handheld solar viewers meet the ISO 12312-2 

international standard for such products: American Paper Optics, Rainbow Symphony, and Thousand Oaks 

Optical. If you decide to purchase solar glasses, they should be made by one of these manufacturers. 

 

2. Pinhole Projection - Pinhole projectors are a 

safe, indirect viewing technique for observing an 

image of the sun. These provide a popular way 

for viewing solar eclipses. To make a pinhole 

projector, simple poke a hole in a sheet of paper 

and hold it above a second sheet of paper in 

such a way that the sun can shine through the 

hole onto the sheet of paper below. 

 

 

 
 

3. NASA Live Stream - Viewers around the world will be 

provided a wealth of images captured before, during, 

and after the eclipse by 11 spacecraft, at least three 

NASA aircraft, more than 50 high-altitude balloons, and 

the astronauts aboard the International Space Station – 

each offering a unique vantage point for the celestial 

event. Visit https://www.nasa.gov/eclipselive to see 

more details. 

 

 

For more information regarding the 2017 Solar Eclipse, visit https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/ .  

https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-glossary#for_row26
https://www.nasa.gov/eclipselive

