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Our nominee's friends and co-workers will tell you what most will say about their school-related employees of 
the year.  Our staff says things like "go-getter, hard-working, always willing to help, team player, loves her 
students," and the list goes on.  

But what truly separates our nominee as an exemplary employee is this:

Working in an ESE classroom is a calling.  It is often tough work, even on the easiest days.  It is my experience 
that sometimes people will take a job in an ESE classroom but look for an opportunity to move out of the ESE 
world and into a gen ed position when possible.  Rarely do educational support employees choose to move from 
general education into ESE, even rarer, into self-contained ESE classrooms.  But our nominee did make the 
choice to move from gen. ed. into ESE.  She chose this because she believes in helping ALL students, not just the 
ones who are “easier” to teach.  Our nominee made a personal and professional decision that will have a lifetime 
of impact on the students that she works with because she believes that her program and she, personally, can 
make a difference for all of them.  Our nominee also believes that she is trying to work herself out of a job.  Her 
goal and the goal of her program is to provide the right amount of support at the right time but eventually to 
move students back into a full-time gen. ed. setting.  She strives each day to be the positive force in her students' 
lives and they respond well to her and the care and compassion she gives.  Her classroom is a safe place for 
students when they need it and a place for them to be challenged when they need it.  

It is for these reasons that she has been selected as our school-related employee of the year.
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