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Our nominee was introduced to Santa Rosa County School District in 2010 when her family relocated to Pace, FL. 
Having lived in the Pensacola area previously, she knew she wanted to enroll her quadruplets in a Pace school. Being 
that education is a priority to our nominee, she became involved in her children's education immediately by regularly 
volunteering at school. Her volunteer activities not only included school-wide events, but investing time in her 
children's classroom each week assisting students who struggled with reading. Helping students each week who 
needed that encouragement and support, sparked our nominee's interest in becoming a substitute teacher. After 3 
years of service as a preferred substitute teacher, she was approached by the principal to fill the position for an UWF 
Reading Mentor. Mentoring was a rewarding experience, our nominee looked forward to meeting with her students 
each day helping them conquer those reading struggles one word at a time using the Tyner Reading Method. She 
was filled with joy to see each student move up a reading level and increasing their scores on the progress monitoring 
tests. Through being a substitute in the classroom and leading small groups for reading intervention, our nominee 
developed a passion for full-time education and became a paraprofessional in 2015. She used her experience as a 
reading mentor to support the literacy development of a student she worked with one-on-one and to teach phonemic 
awareness to students in an Access Point classroom. This school year, she was awarded the opportunity once again 
to support struggling readers. Sitting around the reading table working on reading comprehension and accuracy and 
monitoring their reading success puts a smile on our nominees face each day. The highlight of our nominee's day is 
when she sees students smiling and cheering because they improved their reading test score.Our nominee was not 
only involved in the education of our students, but she volunteered 3 years on the PTSO Board. Supporting the school 
was part of our nominee's DNA. There wasn't a day that passed that by that she was not volunteering in the 
classroom, working in the Helping Hands room, or recruiting volunteers to assist with school-wide needs. The year 
she served as President was not only a rewarding year for the school financially, but was the first year the school 
offered school supply kits as an option for parents to save time and money with back-to-school shopping. As 
president, she was always looking for new ways to support the teachers, students and parents. 

This year, she supports the teachers whose students she works with by providing feedback on the progress their 
students are making in reading small groups.
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