
Dianne Youngblood

W H Rhodes Elementary 

Our nominee truly demonstrates a servant's heart.  She started her career with the district as an ESE bus driver.   One 
of our ESE teachers noticed how well she worked with the students on her bus, and she encouraged her to apply for 
an ESE paraprofessional position.   She applied,  and got the job.   She has been serving our ESE population since 
then.   She has worked in ESE inclusion classes assisting students with reading instruction.   Over the past two years,   
she has worked in our CBSA classroom.    In the CBSA classroom,  she works with students on communication,  
behavioral,  and socialization goals.   Most of the students she works with are non-verbal.    She demonstrates 
kindness,  patience, and love when she works with the students.    The students know how much our nominee loves 
and cares for them.   Our nominee participates in autism professional development offerings because she wants to be 
great at what she does.    She even took a personal day to attend a PD activity because it was that important to her to 
learn more about how to serve the students she works with.  

In addition to her classroom duties,  our nominee is the last friendly face car riders see when they leave campus.   She 
directs afternoon car traffic with a smile and a wave.    

Last year,  our nominee lost her son.   It was a very difficult time for her,   but she maintained a positive attitude 
through the pain of losing her son.   She says people ask her when she is going to retire,  and her answer is why 
should I retire?   I come here every day and get hugs and love from the students.   They keep me going.  

Our nominee serves on the county SREY committee.    She helps plan the annual SREY banquet.   In regards to 
community involvement,  our nominee is very active in her church.    She volunteers at her church once a month to 
watch special needs children for four hours so the parents can have a time of respite.    She has plans to go on a 
mission trip to the Dominican Republic during spring break to help build houses and teach Bible school to children. 

As our nominee stated,  "I don't really do anything special,  but I try to do my best at everything I do.
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