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She is always one of the first to arrive MIlton High School every day. With a smile on her face and an amazing work 
ethic she begins her daily duties and prepares for the success of our CBSA unit. In the CBSA unit we serve several 
of our most special students. Preparation and planning are at a premium. Kathy is priceless in making sure each 
day is a success. She prepares each day for learning. Kathy is known as a professional who excels at identifying 
individual student needs and meeting them step by step. With our CBSA population this often means utilizing a 
multi-step process and helping student master step one before moving on to step 2. For some this would be a tall 
order, and might cause frustration. But our candidate maintains a level-head and engages the student individually 
helping them to gain mastery of concepts, daily tasks, and their own selves. "Each one is different..." she says, 
"each one needs something that's just for them." Another reason for our candidates success is her amazing ability 
to serve a team. "It's not about me," she can be heard saying. The lead teacher in the MHS CBSA Unit is Eric 
Baker. Mr. Baker has this to say about our nominee... "We are a team in our unit. When one person is out it's like a 
missing link in a chain. When Kathy is out, the chain doesn't hold as well." Her ability to see the best in people and 
to respect every employee are hallmarks of her success. But perhaps its her love and compassion for our CBSA 
students that sets her apart at MHS.  Many of our students are with us long after their graduation. These students 
build long and lasting relationships with our candidate. Her love and compassion are visible as the students repeat 
the procedural verbal replies as she leads them to cross the street on a class trip to their weekly trip to City Hall. 
"What do we do when we cross the street?" she can be heard asking. "Hold hands and look both ways!" the 
students reply.  Mrs. Summerlin-Alford is an amazing employee and she is indispensable to the CBSA unit and the 
MHS ESE Department. Her efforts are counted on daily and not praised often enough. Her service to some of our 
most challenging students is worthy of the highest of commendations. MHS appreciates her hard work, 
professionalism and friendship. 
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