
SYLVIA MELVIN 

W.H. RHODES ELEMENTARY 

Our nominee surpasses required duties displaying initiative and creativity with her assignments.  In addition to preparing hands-on 
material for pupils from kindergarten to second grade, she offers further academic support.  She is considered a valuable member 
or our school’s literacy committee.  When asked to cover a class unexpectedly she willingly fills in for the teacher and keeps the 
class on task.  While on cafeteria or other duties our nominee is concerned that children move through lines and areas safely and 
orderly.  She does this in her kind and quiet manner.  Coworkers consider our nominee a valuable resource for writing and reading 
support and an example of quiet calm in times of noisy chaos.  As an author of six self-published books; she inspires, promotes and 
models proper writing skills.  She believes that if a child can learn to write, they can read.   Our nominee is engaged in a unique form 
of community service.  In addition to volunteering with Family Promise and the Boys and Girls Club, she and her husband volunteer 
to host cross-country bicyclists in their home as the cyclists travel coast to coast.  She says it is a rewarding experience meeting 
American and International cyclists.  She never knows when she comes home from school who will be sitting at her dinner table.  As 
a Paraprofessional for the past 18 years, she consistently goes above and beyond her responsibilities to assist students and staff.  
Our nominee epitomizes the Educational Support Employee of the year. 

Continuing education and training courses in which our nominee has participated with the last five years include:  Comprehension 
Strategies:  Reading is like Eating M & M’s 2013-2014  WHRE 2012-2013 Time to Teach  WHRE 2012-2013 Child Abuse  WHRE 2012-
2013 Faculty Training  Title I Early Intervention Program:  ESE Teacher Powerful Reading 2011-2012  WHRE2011-2012 Child Abuse, 
Abandonment and Neglect  WHRE 2011-2012 Running Records  Title I:  Early Intervention Summer Reading Training 2011-2012  
WHRE Parent Involvement 2010-2011  WHRE Differentiated Instruction 2010=2011  WHRE Reading DI 2010-2011  Reading: Update 
2006 thru 2010  Study Groups/Learning Communities:  Organizing for school-wide change K-2 2009-10 

Awards, recommendations or recognitions that our nominee has received within the last 5 years:  Literacy Committee Member 
helping with Literacy night at our school each year.  Published 6 novels so far and working on another…  President of Panhandle 
Writer’s group for past 4 years  Graduate of North Bay Teachers College in Ontario, Canada  Sunday school Teacher  Volunteers for 
Family Promise  Hosts Cross County Bicyclist Group in her home providing room and board in their journey  Volunteers with Boys 
and Girls Club of America. 


