
Jonie Miller, Paraprofessional IW at S.S. Dixon Intermediate 
 

Our nominee should be selected as the Santa Rosa County School-Related Employee of the Year due to 
the difference she makes in the lives of some very special students.  Our nominee is a parapro in a self-
contained ESE classroom with nonverbal students, and even though her students may not say good 
morning back, their giant smiles and excitement when they see her clearly communicates their love for 
her and their eagerness to be at school.  A typical day for our nominee begins in the cafeteria where she 
assists her students in eating breakfast.  Her day continues in the classroom where she works with the 
teacher and another parapro to teach her students basic self-care and life skills.  She also works with her 
students on communicating with others though they are non-verbal.  One of the ways this is done is by 
taking students on CBI trips so that they can experience communicating in the real world.  Our nominee 
enrolled in sign language classes so that she could do a better job of working with her students on 
communication.  With one specific student, our nominee has helped break through a barrier of 
frustration by teaching her how to sign and communicate with others at school and at home. She has 
earned the respect of the administration, teachers and staff through her daily committment to her 
special students.  Finally, what separates our nominee from the rest is the fact that she continues to 
smile and love her special students even though her job is one which many leave after a short period of 
time. 

List of continuing education/training courses:  Our nominee has attended the following continuing 
education/training courses:]    2011-12 UWF Mentor (2nd grade) at East Milton Elementary                      
Tyner Training School Board Office    2012- present ESE Parapro at SSDI  2012 CPI Certified  2013 CPI Re-
certified  2013 First Aid/CPR Certified  2013 Sign Language Class 

List of previous awards, recommendations or recognitions:  This is the first recognition this nominee 
has recieved, but we are certain this is not her last!


