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▪Testing Calendars

▪Why the FSA and State Tests matter 

▪Tools to prepare

▪How to set your student up for success

▪Rules to remember

▪Descriptions of each state test

Discussion Topics
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Why the Florida Standards and  
Florida Standards Assessment Matter

▪ The Florida Standards to help prepare Florida students for success in college, career, and in 
life by emphasizing critical thinking skills. 

▪ FSA test measures student achievement of higher order thinking skills for reading, writing, 
math and science.

▪ The Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) provide input on how well students are learning 
the Florida Standards.

▪ Students who score at Levels 1 or 2 on the English Language Arts and/or Mathematics tests 
are required (by state law) to have intensive remediation assistance the following school 
year and are progress-monitored to ensure their success.

▪ The Florida Department of Education uses the test results to evaluate each public school 
and each school district in the form of grades. The grades are determined through student 
performance on the FSA English Language Arts (Reading and Writing combined), 
Mathematics, and FCAT 2.0 Science tests.  



The night before the FSA

➢Get a good night sleep.

The morning of the FSA

➢Aim for a stress-free morning.
➢ Encourage them to do their best
➢ Encouraged them to use their test 

taking strategies.
➢Get to school on time.
➢ Eat a nutritious breakfast.

Getting ready for the FSA…



How can I support my student?

▪ Help your child to realize that it is important to do their best every day, 
as well as on the FSA days

▪ Review class and homework with your child

▪ Have them prove/disprove answers of their homework 

▪ Help your child practice the skills they are learning in real-life situations 
so that the skills have meaning beyond the tests and the classroom

▪ Help your child get a good night sleep and eat a nutritious breakfast

▪ Work with your child to help them learn how to lower anxiety/stress 
about the test



Stress and Testing
▪ Test anxiety of a type of stress.

▪ Test Anxiety and other stress impact your child in
three ways:
▪ Feelings
▪ Thoughts
▪ Actions

▪ Coping with stress
▪ Think positively!

▪ I can do this!
▪ I will try my best!

▪ Breath slowly.
▪ Stay physically active.



Let your child know… 
Don’t Stress… Just try your best!

▪Build reading stamina to increase attention (especially with 
“less interesting” materials)

▪Rest well the night before

▪Eat a healthy breakfast

▪Always read the directions

▪Take your time, breathe

▪Have confidence in yourself. Stay Positive!

▪Energize by stretching during breaks





▪Do NOT be late to a session

If students come to school late (for ANY reason), 
they will not be allowed to start the test that day.

▪Do Not leave school during a session.

If students leave school (for ANY reason) before 
the end of a test session, they will not be allowed 

to finish the test when they return.

Late Check-in’s and Check-out’s



Testing Accommodations

▪ Federal legislation and Florida statutes require that students with disabilities be afforded 
appropriate statewide testing accommodations for instruction and assessment. 

▪ Statewide assessment accommodations must be documented in the student’s IEP or
Section 504 plan. 

▪ Your student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP), Section 504 plan, or English Language 
Learner (ELL) plan contains specific testing accommodations that will be provided during 
testing.

▪ Examples of testing accommodations your student’s plan may include
▪ Extended time
▪ Text-to-speech
▪ Paper copy
▪ Small group
▪ Short breaks



ALL electronic devices must be turned OFF before the test.

Some examples of electronic devices include:

▪ Cell phones, Smartphones, Tablets, Smartwatches, Handheld video games, 
MP3 players, Cameras

To prevent a test from being invalidated (not scored) students may not have any electronic 
devices at their desk, in their pocket, or ANYWHERE they can be reached during testing or 
while on a testing break.

If at all possible, we suggest students leave these items at home on the days of testing.  If 
they must bring them to school, they should plan to put them in their bookbags and be 
turned off.

If you don’t need it, don’t bring it. Better safe than sorry.

Important Rules for Testing



Testing Rules Acknowledgement

Students are required to sign (paper tests) or agree to (computer test) the Test Rules 
Acknowledgment before taking any FSA assessment.

Test Rules read, “During the test, you must not talk to other students or make any disturbance; 
look at another student’s test or computer screen; ask for help answering any test questions; 
give help to another student in answering test questions; have notes or scratch paper (other 
than what is provided to you with the test); have any electronic or recording devices in your 
possession at any time, including breaks, even if you do not use them; fail to follow any other 
instructions given. Because the content on all statewide assessments is secure, you may not 
discuss or reveal details about the test items or passages after the test. This includes any type of 
electronic communication, such as texting, emailing, or posting online, for example, on websites 
like Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.”

▪ Test Rules Acknowledgment reads, “I understand the testing rules that were just read to me. 
If I do not follow these rules, my test score may be invalidated.”



Can I ask my student about the test after
he or she has finished?

▪ We encourage parents and families to ask how their child’s day went and 
continue to promote student success by offering positive support and 
feedback.

▪ All content of statewide assessments is secure, students are asked NOT to talk 
about or reveal details about the test questions, passages, or their responses.

▪ While students may not share information about secure test content after 
testing, this policy is not intended to prevent students from discussing their 
testing experiences with their parents and families.

▪ You CAN discussing your child’s testing experiences. 



How Are We Helping Your Child?

● Rigorous classroom lessons and activities

● Classroom assessments based on the types of questions students will 
see on the FSA

● Online programs in Reading and Math such as StudyIsland, Exactpath, 
and Savvas

● Text-based writing assignments

● Requiring students to explain and defend their reasoning



Achievement Levels and FSA Scale Scores

Student performance on Florida’s statewide assessments are categorized into five 
achievement levels. The table below provides information regarding student performance at 
each achievement level; this information is also on student reports so that you may interpret 
student results in a meaningful way.

** Students who score a Level 3 or higher are considered to be  “on grade level” in that subject area.



FSA Scale Scores for Each Achievement Level



When will I know how my student performed on
the assessment?

▪ Scores arrive over the summer.

▪ Parents/families will receive a paper score report after scores are distributed to 
the districts. 

▪ Paper score reports will include an overall score for each subject of the test, an 
achievement level, a percentile rank for comparison to other similar students in 
Florida, and more specific content-area scores on the material assessed within 
each subject.

▪ Sores will also be available for pick up in person during summer office hours.

▪ Scores not picked up will be sent home with the student at the beginning of the 
2021-2022 school year.



FSA Mathematics

*FSA Math sessions are administered over two days.
Session 1 is on Day 1. Sessions 2 & 3 are on Day 2.

Grade Number
of Items

Number of 
Sessions*

(60 min each 
session)

Number of
Days

Administration
Mode/Test Materials

TOTAL
Testing Time

Grade 6 56 – 66 3 2 PBT with work folder; 
no Calculator

180 minutes

Grade 7 56 – 66 3 2 CBT with work folder; 
Online Scientific

Calculator (Sessions 2 
and 3 only)

180 minutes

Grade 8 56 – 66 3 2 CBT with work folder; 
Online Scientific

Calculator (Sessions 2 
and 3 only)

180 minutes



FSA ELA Reading

Grade Number
of Items

Number of 
Sessions

(85 min each 
session)

Number
of Days

Administration Mode
with Test Materials

TOTAL Testing
Time

6 56–66 2 2 PBT with worksheet 170 minutes

7 56–66 2 2 CBT with worksheet 170 minutes

8 56–66 2 2 CBT with worksheet 170 minutes

*FSA Reading sessions are administered over two days.
Session 1 is on Day 1. Sessions 2 is on Day 2.



FSA ELA Writing

Grade Number
of Items

Number 
of 

Sessions

Number
of Days

Administration 
Mode in 2015/ Test 

Materials

TOTAL Testing
Time

6 1 prompt 1 1 PBT with planning 
worksheet

120 minutes

7 1 prompt 1 1 CBT with planning 
worksheet

120 minutes

8 1 prompt 1 1 CBT with planning 
worksheet

120 minutes



Course Number 
of Items

Number of 
Sessions

Number 
of Days

Administration 
Mode/Test Materials

TOTAL
Testing Time

Algebra 1 64 – 68 2
(90 min each 

session)

2 CBT with work folder; 
Online Scientific

Calculator
(Session 2 only)

180
minutes

Geometry 64 – 68 2
(90 min each 

session)

2 CBT with work folder; 
Online Scientific

Calculator
(Session 2 only)

180
Minutes

Civics 52 - 56 1 1 CBT with work folder 160
minutes

Science 60 - 66 2 1 PBT with work folder
(4 function calculator)

160
minutes

End-of-Course Assessments



Tools to Help Students Prepare

**All programs can be found on Classlink



Can my student practice taking the test?

▪ Before administering the state assessments, students take practice 
tests that contain sample test items that prepare them for the types of 
test questions they will encounter during testing. 

▪ Practice tests are available in the FSA Portal for students to practice on 
their own. 

▪ FSA Practice tests can be found at the link below:

http://fsassessments.org/students-and-families/practice-tests/



FSA Portal 
https://fsassessments.org/



Informational Resources

CPALMS -- http://www.cpalms.org

FLDOE Assessment Website --

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments

FLDOE EOC assessment Website --

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-
student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/

FSA Portal -- https://fsassessments.org/



Email your questions to 
guyt@santarosa.k12.fl.us

or

call us at 983-5660




