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CAUTION!!! This Message originated OUTSIDE the district. CAUTION!!! 

 

September 24, 2020 

I would like to speak at the meeting tonight. 

 

I am writing this letter to the Santa Rosa County School Board concerning the current guidelines in dealing 

with COVID-19.   I am requesting that these procedures be stopped immediately due to the fact that it is 

depriving my child her rights to an appropriate education.   The exclusion of her from learning, socializing, and 

participating in the school and the community is excessive and damaging. 

 

My child is certainly not the only one being affected.  There are hundreds of students having their lives 

irrationally and inappropriately interrupted from what is normal  and important for their age and 

development.   Their futures depend on the education they receive, and this education should be provided as 

mandated by law.   These children have a right to quality and consistency. 

 

On September 4 2020, my daughter who attends Pace High was given notice that she was exposed to the 

Covid-19 virus on September 1, 2020  and was to be excluded from her school for 14 days.  She has never had 

a single symptom and not been sick with the virus.  She cried when she got the news.   She loves school and 

does not wish to sit home and do her work on a computer with little to no physical interaction with her 

teachers, friends, and mentors.  She is also a member of SGA.   This organization depends on its members 

greatly.   She missed important instruction in classes that are not easy for her, not to mention just being a ninth 

grader and learning to adjust to the new experiences and challenges of high school.   She also missed tests that 

she had to wait to take when she returned to school.   She is now even missing a make up biology test.   How 

long will she have to wait to take that?   Then she was required to make up another test during class time when 

teachers were introducing new material.  She was distracted from the test worrying about what she was already 

getting behind on.   UNACCEPTABLE!!! 

 

She returned to school on Monday, September 21, 2020.  She attended 3 days of school and received another 

14-day exclusion from school. She was exposed on the same day she returned.  She again is very 

upset.  Needless to say, we are all very upset.   This is no way to conduct education for our future 

generations.   She didn’t want to take all virtual classes or distant learning.  We as a family made the choice to 

go to brick and mortar.   She needs to stay in school.  Our family obviously is not fearful of sending our 

children to school or we would have chosen differently.   A board of individuals appears to be covering for the 

liability.   The disclaimer that now accompanies the COVID-19 information on the county website screams, 

“Covering ourselves.”   Whether you want to take responsibility or not for choosing this procedure, you are!!   I 

do hold you responsible for my child’s education and the many other students in this county. 

 

My daughter is a great student.  She has had straight A’s since elementary school. She is conscientious and 

strives to do her best in school.   She wants to learn.  What happens if she does fall behind?  Are you paying for 

tutors?   What happens to those students that struggle or do not have support at home during the day?  How 

do they manage to stay caught up?   They may have struggled in class anyway, now you are excluding them 

the opportunity.   I advocate not only for my student, but all students that deserve to have a school to 



attend.   I am a former special needs educator.  I know the importance, the dire need. 

 

My questions are: 

 

What are the other options other than this ridiculous policy? 

What statistics are being used to exclude these children from their education? 

Why was the option for brick and mortar given if this was the way it was going to be run? 

Why is such a discriminatory method being aloud to treat healthy individuals? 

How is this even legal?   Where are their rights? 

Why has the form letter from the health department changed so that it no longer has the exposure date on it? 

Why is it so difficult to get straight answers? 

When is this crazy policy going to end? 

 

I have so much more to stay. 

 

Concerned parent of four children that have attended Santa Rosa County Schools, Dawn Henderson 


