
Gifted Task Force meeting       Thursday, April 10, 2014 
         4:00 pm (4:11 pm began) 

Present were Joann Cave, Sunny Ricks, Marilyn Shugart, Victor Lowrimore, Bill Emerson, and Diane 
Scott. 

Guests were Erin O’Connell and Wende Brewer, School Psychologists.  They presented information on 
the identification process and fielded questions from the committee. 

Plan B would be welcome.  Testing for all 2nd graders/group assessments would be beneficial.  
Consistent district wide screening process and cut-off score would be appreciated and a timeline with 
cut-off dates so that the process is done before the start of the new school year would be beneficial.   
Gifted website needs to be updated.  Plan to identify how underserved groups are being represented is 
also needed.  A blanket standard should not be used district wide, but the psychologist should have a 
say-so in which standard error of measurement should be used.    

Ms. O’Connell expressed a concern for services to be developed for those high achievers who don’t 
qualify for the gifted program.  Support for the teachers with these students in regular classrooms needs 
to be developed. 

High school principals were not available to attend today’s meeting.  Mr. Emerson spoke about what the 
high schools offer as “gifted” programs.  A list of the Accelerated coursework offered in district high 
schools was provided.  Some Ivy League and highly competitive colleges prefer that students take AP 
courses.  The AICE courses are closely related to the IB program courses.   The district provides 
textbooks for students selecting Dual Enrollment courses.  The DE courses are available to any student in 
the district even though it may only be taught at one high school.  Career Academies are offered at the 
high schools.  Students who complete these programs receive certificates and they are ready for 
employment upon graduation. 

Ms. Shugart suggested that the list of course offerings be included in communication to parents of gifted 
students who are transitioning from the elementary/middle school gifted program into their high school 
career, since there isn’t a gifted program per se at the high school level. 

In addition to the courses at the high school level there are many clubs and academic teams which 
“gifted students” can participate in.  Several clubs are not active due to lack of a sponsor.  Supplements 
are not currently being offered for teachers who serve as sponsors for these clubs.  Counseling services 
are not specifically offered to high school students who have transitioned from middle school gifted 
programs.  There may be a need in this area. 

Mr. Lowrimore spoke about plans for course offerings next year at his school which will give students 
high school credits upon completion.  8th grade classes are beginning to look more like high school 
courses and the opportunities available to the students will limit their participation in gifted specific 
classes.   



Concerns about students trying to get credits for graduation faster than the “normal” pacing of courses 
were expressed.   Ms. Ricks expressed a desire to get all of the middle schools on track to offer the same 
type of programs that WBMS is planning.  One of the reasons WBMS is able to develop and offer these 
programs is because he has people on staff that are qualified to teach these courses.  Not all middle 
schools have faculty with the necessary skill sets to provide the selection of courses.  Mr. Emerson said 
that once the WBMS program gets underway, other middle schools will follow suit. 

Dr. Scott expressed a concern about monitoring the students who enroll in these advanced programs to 
insure they aren’t putting too much pressure on themselves. 

The social/emotional needs of gifted students need to continue to be met at all levels. 

Ms. Shugart expressed a desire to have all of the gifted programs put under an identifiable banner 
district wide. 

Mr. Emerson asked for any additional needs that the committee needs in order to develop some 
recommendations to the school board.  Dr. Scott asked about budget and distribution of students in the 
high school programs.   Mr. Emerson will work up a budget review showing where the funds for gifted 
programs are coming from and how they are being spent. 

Meeting adjourned 5:30 pm. 

 


