
Gifted Education Task Force Thursday, January 23, 2014 (4:00 pm) Meeting began at 4:08 pm 

Present were Sunny Ricks; Joann Cave; Marilyn Shugart; Victor Lowrimore; Diane Scott; Bill Emerson 

Taking notes – Lauren Sutton 

Introductions were made. 

Mr. Emerson reviewed the purpose of this task force.  It is the result of some concerns expressed by 
parents in the AGATE group about the delivery of the program at all grade levels and with the 
communication between the district and parents of gifted students.  The goals of the group are: 

1.  To review the delivery models currently being used at all grade levels to meet the needs of 
gifted students 

2. To evaluate the current delivery models with regard to effectiveness and availability 
3. To develop a list of commendations and/or recommendations regarding the delivery of gifted 

education services and submit this list to the school board. 

The task force will determine the aspects of the gifted education program including entry process and 
delivery methods to be reviewed in the following areas: 

a.  Elementary – Primary (K-2) 
b. Elementary – Intermediate (3-5) 
c. Middle School (6-8) 
d. High School (9-12) 
e. ESE Funding 

Ms. Scott wants to see other delivery models  - are there any that carry the program throughout a 
student’s school career?  Ms. Shugart cited a program used in Escambia county that is very successful.  
Mr. Emerson asked what other items the group might like to see information on.  He explained concerns 
about problems which arise if certain course codes are used for gifted courses.  It affects the evaluation 
process used to evaluate the teachers and required credits needed for graduation.  Ms. Cave asked 
about funding and where it goes.  Mr. Emerson said that many of the funds go to pay for the staff that is 
needed to teach ESE classes.  He will get a copy of the budget and show where the funds are being 
spent. 

A list of schools and what gifted courses are currently being taught was requested. 

Ms. Shugart  stated that students who transfer to SRC from other Florida school districts, and who have 
already been identified in those districts, are granted reciprocity for immediate placement in gifted 
services in SRC.  Frequently these students have been identified through a Plan B program, or the 
Standard Error of Measurement has been applied, and their IQ scores are not the 130 required by Santa 
Rosa County.  She also said there is a growing demand for services to students in the district.  She 
expects an explosion of the program in the next few years.   She said there is a need at the middle and 
high school level for more gifted and talented programs.  AP and honors courses are not the same as 



gifted classes. Mr. Emerson said our high school students have plenty to challenge them and the few 
that choose to go to IB programs don’t meet required numbers for SRC to have an IB program.  He said 
that middle school students lose interest and that is where we need to develop some type of program.  
Ms. Scott agreed with Ms. Shugart that the AP/Honors classes at the high school level are not the same 
and don’t hold the appeal for the gifted students.  Mr. Lowrimore spoke to the programs at WBMS and 
how his students deal with choices between gifted classes and other elective courses.  They begin to 
pursue the courses that appeal to them individually – band, chorus, etc.  Ms. Shugart said it also 
depends on the teacher as to how many students would choose a gifted class over another offering.  She 
asked about the text selected for use in gifted classes and how that effects teacher evaluation.  Mr. 
Lowrimore said as we move toward EOC’s it will take out more choices because certain things are going 
to have to be taught to pass the EOC. 

Mr. Emerson recapped –this group will do an assessment of surrounding counties and what their models 
are; identify the current models being used in SRC.  Marilyn Shugart will gather this information for the 
next meeting.  Ms. Scott requested that the information be sent to task force members before the next 
meeting so they will have time to review.  If Ms. Shugart will get the information to Mr. Emerson’s 
office, we will get it out to members. 

In order to implement any recommendations for program changes they would need to be presented to 
the school board before the end of this school year.  High school will be scheduling students for the fall 
beginning in the next few months.  Middle or elementary programs could possibly be implemented in 
the fall. 

Ms. Shugart asked that the committee consider what the statement “will be provided with a 
differentiated curriculum through small group instruction” which is stated in the Educational Plan 
written for each gifted student, should look like in terms of numbers of students in a gifted classroom. 

Mr. Emerson said to let other parents of gifted students know that this task force exists and if they have 
concerns and/or opinions be receptive to those and bring them to the group. 

Next meeting date was discussed.   Thursday, February 13th at 4 pm Woodlawn Beach Middle School 

Mr. Emerson shared Florida’s education system is based on minimum standards and that is how we are 
assessed and funded and SRC’s staffing is also currently determined on basic programs. 

Ms. Cave asked about screening students and Ms.Shugart said she would like the group to take a look at 
blanket screening in 2nd grade. 

Adjourned 5:13 pm 

 

 

 



 

 


